Chelsea Manning 


Chelsea Elizabeth Manning 141 (bom Bradley Edward 
Manning, December 17, 1987) is a United States Army 
soldier who was convicted in July 2013 of violations of 
the Espionage Act and other offenses, after disclosing 
to WikiLeaks nearly three-quarters of a million classi¬ 
fied or unclassified but sensitive military and diplomatic 
documents. 151 Manning was sentenced in August 2013 to 
35 years’ imprisonment, with the possibility of parole in 
the eighth year, and to be dishonorably discharged from 
the Army. 121 Manning is a trans woman who, in a state¬ 
ment the day after sentencing, said she had felt female 
since childhood, wanted to be known as Chelsea, 161 and 
desired to begin hormone replacement therapy. 171 From 
early life and through much of her Army life. Manning 
was known as Bradley; she was diagnosed with gender 
identity disorder while in the Army. 181 

Assigned in 2009 to an Army unit in Iraq as an 
intelligence analyst. Manning had access to classified 
databases. In early 2010, she leaked classified informa¬ 
tion to WikiLeaks and confided this to Adrian Lamo, 
an online acquaintance. Lamo informed Army Coun¬ 
terintelligence, and Manning was arrested in May that 
same year. The material included videos of the July 12, 
2007 Baghdad airstrike, and the 2009 Granai airstrike 
in Afghanistan; 251,287 U.S. diplomatic cables; 191 and 
482,832 Army reports that came to be known as the Iraq 
War Logs 1101 and Afghan War Diary. 1 111 Much of the ma¬ 
terial was published by WikiLeaks or its media partners 
between April and November 2010. 1121 

Manning was ultimately charged with 22 offenses, in¬ 
cluding aiding the enemy, which was the most serious 
charge and could have resulted in a death sentence. 1131 
She was held at the Marine Corps Brig, Quantico in Vir¬ 
ginia, from July 2010 to April 2011 under Prevention 
of Injury status—which entailed de facto solitary con¬ 
finement and other restrictions that caused domestic and 
international concern—before being transferred to Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, where she could interact with other 
detainees. 1141 She pleaded guilty in February 2013 to 10 
of the charges. 1151 The trial on the remaining charges be¬ 
gan on June 3, 2013, and on July 30 she was convicted of 
17 of the original charges and amended versions of four 
others, but was acquitted of aiding the enemy. 1 ' 1 She is 
serving a 35-year sentence at the maximum-security U.S. 
Disciplinary Barracks at Fort Leavenworth. 1 161 

Reaction to Manning’s disclosures, arrest, and sentence 
was mixed. Denver Nicks, one of her biographers, writes 
that the leaked material, particularly the diplomatic ca¬ 
bles, was widely seen as a catalyst for the Arab Spring that 


began in December 2010, and that Manning was viewed 
as both a 21st-century Tiananmen Square Tank Man and 
an embittered traitor. 1 171 Reporters Without Borders con¬ 
demned the length of the sentence, saying that it demon¬ 
strated how vulnerable whistleblowers are. 1181 


1 Background 

1.1 Early life 

Born Bradley Edward Manning in 1987 in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, 1191 she was the second child of Su¬ 
san Fox, originally from Wales, and Brian Manning, an 
American. Brian had joined the United States Navy 
in 1974 at the age of 19, and served for five years 
as an intelligence analyst. Brian met Susan in a local 
Woolworths while stationed in Wales at Cawdor Bar¬ 
racks. Manning’s older sister was born in 1976. The cou¬ 
ple returned to the United States in 1979, settling first to 
California. After their move near Crescent, they bought 
a two-story house with an above-ground swimming pool 
and 5 acres (2 hectares) of land, where they kept pigs and 
chickens. 1201 

Manning’s sister Casey, 11 years her senior, told the 
court-martial that both their parents were alcoholics, and 
that their mother had drunk continually while pregnant 
with Chelsea. Captain David Moulton, a Navy psychia¬ 
trist, told the court that Manning’s facial features showed 
signs of fetal alcohol syndrome. 1211 Casey became Man¬ 
ning’s principal caregiver, waking at night to make a bot¬ 
tle for the baby. The court heard that Manning was fed 
only milk and baby food until the age of two. As an adult 
she reached 5 ft 2 in (1.57 m) and weighed around 105 
pounds (48 kg). [22] 

Manning’s father took a job as an information technol¬ 
ogy (IT) manager for a rental car agency, which required 
travel. The family lived several miles out of town and 
Manning’s mother was unable to drive. She spent her days 
drinking, while Manning was left largely to fend for her¬ 
self, playing with Legos or on the computer. Brian would 
stock up on food before his trips, and leave pre-signed 
checks that Casey mailed to pay the bills. A neighbor said 
that whenever Manning’s elementary school went on field 
trips, she would give her own son extra food or money 
so he could make sure Manning had something to eat. 
Friends and neighbors considered the Mannings a trou¬ 
bled family. 1231 
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1.2 Parents’ divorce, move to Wales 

Those who knew Manning said that even as a child, she al¬ 
ways had a mind of her own. She was an atheist who was 
openly opposed to religion, for example, remaining silent 
during the part of the Pledge of Allegiance that refers to 
God. 124 ' In a 2011 interview Manning’s father said, “Peo¬ 
ple need to understand that he’s a young man that had 
a happy life growing up.” He also said that Manning ex¬ 
celled at the saxophone, science, and computers, creating 
her first website at the age of ten. Manning taught herself 
how to use PowerPoint, won the grand prize three years 
in a row at the local science fair, and in sixth grade, took 
top prize at a statewide quiz bowl. 1251 



High Street, Haverfordwest, Wales, where Manning went to sec¬ 
ondary school 

A childhood friend of Manning’s, speaking about a con¬ 
versation they had when Manning was 13, said “he told 
me he was gay.” The friend also said that Manning’s home 
life was not good and that her father was very control¬ 
ling. Around this time. Manning’s parents divorced. She 
and her mother Susan moved out of the house to a rented 
apartment in Crescent, Oklahoma. 1261 Susan’s instability 
continued and in 1998 she attempted suicide; Manning’s 
sister drove their mother to the hospital, with the 11-year- 
old Manning sitting in the back of the car trying to make 
sure their mother was still breathing. 1271 

Manning’s father remarried in 2000, the same year as his 
divorce. His new wife was also named Susan and had 
a son from a previous relationship. Manning apparently 
reacted badly when the son changed his surname to Man¬ 
ning too; she started taking running jumps at the walls, 
telling her mother: “I'm nobody now.” |2x| 

In November 2001, Manning and her mother left the 
United States and moved to Haverfordwest, Wales, where 
her mother had family. Manning attended the town’s 
Tasker Milward secondary school. A schoolfriend 
there told Ed Caesar for The Sunday Times that Man¬ 
ning’s personality was “unique, extremely unique. Very 
quirky, very opinionated, very political, very clever, very 
articulate.” 1291 Manning’s interest in computers contin¬ 
ued, and in 2003, she and a friend set up a website, angel- 
dyne.com, a message board that offered games and music 


downloads. 1291 

Manning became the target of bullying at the school be¬ 
cause she was the only American and was viewed as 
effeminate. Manning had identified to two friends in Ok¬ 
lahoma as gay, but was not open about it at school in 
Wales. The students would imitate her accent, and ap¬ 
parently abandoned her once during a camping trip; her 
aunt told The Washington Post that Manning awoke to an 
empty camp site one morning, after everyone else had 
packed up their tents and left without her. 131 ’ 1 

1.3 Return to the United States 

Fearing that her mother was becoming too ill to cope, in 
2005 (at the age of 17) Manning returned to the United 
States. 1311 She moved in with her father in Oklahoma 
City, where he was living with his second wife and her 
child. Manning got a job as a developer with a software 
company, Zoto, and was apparently happy for a time, but 
was let go after four months. Her boss told The Wash¬ 
ington Post that on a few occasions. Manning had “just 
locked up,” and would simply sit and stare, and in the end 
communication became too difficult. The boss told the 
newspaper that “nobody’s been taking care of this kid for 
a really long time.” 1321 

By then. Manning was living as an openly gay man. 
Her relationship with her father was apparently good, 
but there were problems between Manning and her step¬ 
mother. In March 2006, Manning reportedly threatened 
her stepmother with a knife during an argument about 
Manning’s failure to get another job; the stepmother 
called the police and Manning was asked to leave the 
house. Manning drove to Tulsa in a pickup truck her 
father had given her, at first sleeping in it, then mov¬ 
ing in with a friend from school. The two got jobs at 
Incredible Pizza in April. Manning moved on to Chicago 
before running out of money and again having nowhere 
to stay. Her mother arranged for Brian’s sister, Debra, 
a lawyer in Potomac, Maryland, to take Manning in. 
Nicks writes that the 15 months Manning spent with her 
aunt were among the most stable of her life. Manning 
had a boyfriend, took several low-paid jobs, and spent 
a semester studying history and English at Montgomery 
College, but left after failing an exam. 1331 


2 Military service 

2.1 Enlistment in the Army 

Manning’s father spent weeks in the fall of 2007 ask¬ 
ing her to consider joining the Army. Hoping to gain 
a college education through the G.I. Bill, and perhaps to 
study for a PhD in physics, she enlisted in September that 
year. 1341 She told her Army supervisor later that she had 
also hoped joining such a masculine environment would 







2.2 Move to Fort Drum, deployment to Iraq 
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resolve her gender identity disorder. 1351 

Manning began basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, 
Missouri, on October 2, 2007. She wrote that she soon 
realized she was neither physically nor mentally prepared 
for it. 1361 Six weeks after enlisting, she was sent to the dis¬ 
charge unit. She was allegedly being bullied, and in the 
opinion of another soldier, was having a breakdown. The 
soldier told The Guardian'. “The kid was barely five foot 
... He was a runt, so pick on him. He’s crazy, pick on him. 
He’s a faggot, pick on him. The guy took it from every 
side. He couldn't please anyone.” Denver Nicks writes 
that Manning, who was used to being bullied, fought 
back—if the drill sergeants screamed at her, she would 
scream at them— to the point where they started calling 
her “General Manning.” 1371 

The decision to discharge her was revoked, and she 
started basic training again in January 2008. After grad¬ 
uating in April, she moved to Fort Huachuca, Arizona in 
order to attend Advanced Individual Training (AIT) for 
Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) 35F, intelligence 
analyst, receiving a TS/SCI security clearance (Top Se¬ 
cret/Sensitive Compartmented Information). According 
to Nicks, this security clearance, combined with the dig¬ 
itization of classified information and the government’s 
policy of sharing it widely, gave Manning access to an un¬ 
precedented amount of material. Nicks writes that Man¬ 
ning was reprimanded while at Fort Huachuca for posting 
three video messages to friends on YouTube, in which she 
described the inside of the "Sensitive Compartmented In¬ 
formation Facility" (SCIF) where she worked. 1381 Upon 
completion of her initial MOS course. Manning received 
the Army Service Ribbon and the National Defense Ser¬ 
vice Medal. 1391 

2.2 Move to Fort Drum, deployment to 
Iraq 

In August 2008, Manning was sent to Fort Drum in 
Jefferson County, New York, where she joined the 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, and 
trained for deployment to Iraq. 1401 In the fall of 2008 
while stationed there, she met Tyler Watkins, who was 
studying neuroscience and psychology at Brandeis Uni¬ 
versity, near Boston. Watkins was her first serious rela¬ 
tionship, and she posted happily on Facebook about it, 
regularly traveling 300 miles to Boston on visits. 1411 

Watkins introduced her to a network of friends and the 
university’s hacker community. She also visited Boston 
University’s "hackerspace" workshop, known as “Builds,” 
and met its founder, David House, the MIT researcher 
who was later allowed to visit her in jail. In November 
2008, she gave an anonymous interview to a high-school 
reporter during a rally in Syracuse in support of gay mar¬ 
riage, saying, 

I was kicked out of my home and I once lost 



Manning in September 2009 

my job. The world is not moving fast enough 
for us at home, work, or the battlefield. I've 
been living a double life. ... I can't make a 
statement. I can't be caught in an act. I hope the 
public support changes. I do hope to do that be¬ 
fore ETS [Expiration of Term of Service]. 1421 

Nicks writes that Manning would travel back to Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., for visits. An ex-boyfriend helped her find her 
way around the city’s gay community, introducing her to 
lobbyists, activists and White House aides. Back at Fort 
Drum, she continued to display emotional problems and, 
by August 2009, had been referred to an Army mental- 
health counselor. 1431 A friend told Nicks that Manning 
could be emotionally fraught, describing an evening they 
had watched two movies together— The Last King of Scot¬ 
land and Dancer in the Dark — after which Manning cried 
for hours. By September 2009 her relationship with 
Watkins was in trouble; they reconciled for a short time, 
but it was effectively over. 1441 

After four weeks at the Joint Readiness Training Center 
(JRTC) in Fort Polk, Louisiana, Manning was deployed to 
Forward Operating Base Hammer, near Baghdad, arriv¬ 
ing in October 2009. From her workstation there, she had 
access to SIPRNet (the Secret Internet Protocol Router 
Network) and JWICS (the Joint Worldwide Intelligence 
Communications System). Two of her superiors had dis¬ 
cussed not taking her to Iraq; it was felt she was a risk 
to herself and possibly others, according to a statement 
later issued by the Army—but again the shortage of in- 
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telligence analysts held sway. 1451 After 30 days of active 
duty in support of War on Terror operations. Manning 
received the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. 1391 
In November 2009, she was promoted from Private First 
Class to Specialist. 1461 

2.3 Contact with gender counselor 

In November 2009 Manning wrote to a gender counselor 
in the United States, said she felt female, and discussed 
having surgery. The counselor told Steve Fishman of New 
York Magazine in 2011 that it was clear Manning was in 
crisis, partly because of her gender concerns, but also be¬ 
cause she was opposed to the kind of war in which she 
found herself involved. 1471 

She was by all accounts unhappy and isolated. Because 
of the military’s "Don't ask, don't tell" policy (known as 
DADT and in effect until September 20, 2011), Manning 
was unable to live as an openly gay man without risk of 
being discharged. But she apparently made no secret of 
her orientation: her friends said she kept a fairy wand on 
her desk. When she told her roommate she was attracted 
to men, he responded by suggesting they not speak to each 
other. 1481 Manning’s working conditions included 14- to 
15-hour night shifts in a tightly packed, dimly lit room. 1491 

On December 20, 2009, during a counseling session with 
two colleagues to discuss her poor time-keeping. Man¬ 
ning was told she would lose her one day off a week for 
persistent lateness. She responded by overturning a table, 
damaging a computer that was sitting on it. A sergeant 
moved Manning away from the weapons rack, and other 
soldiers pinned her arms behind her back and dragged 
her out of the room. Several witnesses to the incident be¬ 
lieved her access to sensitive material ought to have been 
withdrawn at that point. 1501 The following month, January 
2010, she began posting on Facebook that she felt hope¬ 
less and alone. 1511 

2.4 Release of material to WikiLeaks 

Manning said her first contact with WikiLeaks took place 
in January 2010, when she began to interact with them on 
IRC and Jabber. She had first noticed them toward the 
end of November 2009, when they posted 570,000 pager 
messages from the September 11 attacks. 1521 

Items of historical significance of two wars Iraq and 
Afghanistan Significant Activity, Sigacts, between 0001 
January 2004 and 2359 31 December 2009 extracts from 
CSV documents from Department of Defense and CDNE 
database. 

These items have already been sanitized of any source 
identifying information. 

You might need to sit on this information for 90 to 180 
days to best send and distribute such a large amount of 
data to a large audience and protect the source. 


This is one of the most significant documents of our time 
removing the fog of war and revealing the true nature of 
21st century asymmetric warfare. 

Have a good day. 


Manning, January 9, 2010 1531 

On January 5, 2010, Manning downloaded the 400,000 
documents that became known as the Iraq War logs. 1531 
On January 8 she downloaded 91,000 documents from 
the Afghanistan database, the Afghan War logs. She 
saved the material on CD-RW, and smuggled it through 
security by labeling the CD-RW media "Lady Gaga". 1541 
She then copied it onto her personal computer. 1551 The 
next day she wrote a message in a readme.txt file (see 
right), which she told the court was initially intended for 
The Washington PostS 561 

Manning copied the files from her laptop to an SD card 
for her camera so that she could take it with her to the 
United States while on R&R leave. 1551 Army investigators 
later found the SD card in Manning’s basement room in 
her aunt’s home in Potomac, Maryland. 1571 On January 23 
Manning flew to the United States via Germany for two 
weeks of leave. It was during this visit that she first went 
out dressed as a woman, wearing a wig and makeup. 1581 
After her arrest, her former partner, Tyler Watkins, told 
Wired that Manning had said during the visit that she 
had found some sensitive information and was consider¬ 
ing leaking it. 1591 

Manning contacted The Washington Post and The New 
York Times to ask if they were interested in the material; 
the Post reporter did not sound interested and the Times 
did not return the call. Manning decided instead to pass 
it to WikiLeaks, and on February 3 sent them the Iraq 
and Afghan War logs via Tor. She returned to Iraq on 
February 11, with no acknowledgement from WikiLeaks 
that they had received the files. 1601 

On or around February 18 she passed WikiLeaks a diplo¬ 
matic cable, dated January 13, 2010, from the U.S. 
Embassy in Reykjavik, Iceland. 1611 They published it 
within hours, which suggested to Manning that they 
had received the other material too. 1621 She found the 
Baghdad helicopter attack (“Collateral murder”) video 
in a Judge Advocate's directory, and passed it to Wik¬ 
iLeaks on or around February 21. 1631 In late March she 
sent them a video of the May 2009 Granai airstrike in 
Afghanistan; this was the video later removed and appar¬ 
ently destroyed by Daniel Domscheit-Berg when he left 
the organization. 1641 Between March 28 and April 9 she 
downloaded the 250,000 diplomatic cables, and uploaded 
them to a WikiLeaks dropbox on April 10. 1651 

Manning told the court that, during her interaction with 
WikiLeaks on IRC and Jabber, she developed a friend¬ 
ship with someone there, believed to be Julian Assange 


5 


(although neither knew the other’s name), which she said 
made her feel she could be herself. 1661 Army investigators 
found 14 to 15 pages of encrypted chats, in unallocated 
space on her MacBook’s hard drive, between Manning 
and someone believed to be Assange. 1571 She wrote in a 
statement that the more she had tried to fit in at work, the 
more alienated she became from everyone around her. 
The relationship with WikiLeaks had given her a brief 
respite from the isolation and anxiety. 1661 


2.5 Email to supervisor, recommended 
discharge 

On April 24, 2010, Manning sent an email to her su¬ 
pervisor, Master Sergeant Paul Adkins—with the sub¬ 
ject line “My Problem”—saying she was suffering from 
gender identity disorder. She attached a photograph of 
herself dressed as a woman and with the filename bre- 
anna.jpgS 671 She wrote: 

This is my problem. I've had signs of it for a 
very long time. It’s caused problems within my 
family. I thought a career in the military would 
get rid of it. It’s not something I seek out for 
attention, and I've been trying very, very hard 
to get rid of it by placing myself in situations 
where it would be impossible. But, it’s not go¬ 
ing away; it’s haunting me more and more as 
I get older. Now, the consequences of it are 
dire, at a time when it’s causing me great pain 
in itself ... 1351 

Adkins discussed the situation with Manning’s therapists, 
but did not pass the email to anybody above him in his 
chain of command; he told Manning’s court-martial that 
he was concerned the photograph would be disseminated 
among other staff. 1681 Captain Steven Lim, Manning’s 
company commander, said he first saw the email after 
Manning’s arrest, when information about hormone re¬ 
placement therapy was found in Manning’s room on base; 
at that point Lim learned that Manning had been calling 
herself Breanna. 1691 



Manning sent this photograph of herself in a wig and makeup to 
her supervisor in April 2010. 1671 


Manning told Adrian Lamo that she had set up Twitter 
and YouTube accounts as Breanna to give her female 
identity a digital presence, writing to Lamo: “I wouldn't 
mind going to prison for the rest of my life [for leaking 
information], or being executed so much, if it wasn't for 
the possibility of having pictures of me... plastered all 
over the world press... as [a] boy... [...] the CPU is not 
made for this motherboard...” 1701 On April 30 she posted 
on Facebook that she was utterly lost, and over the next 
few days wrote that she was “not a piece of equipment,” 
and was “beyond frustrated” and “livid” after being “lec¬ 
tured by ex-boyfriend despite months of relationship am¬ 
biguity ...” [711 

On May 7, according to Army witnesses. Manning was 
found curled in a fetal position in a storage cupboard; she 
had a knife at her feet and had cut the words “I want” into 
a vinyl chair. A few hours later she had an altercation with 
a female intelligence analyst. Specialist Jihrleah Show¬ 
man, during which she punched Showman in the face. 
The brigade psychiatrist recommended a discharge, re¬ 
ferring to an “occupational problem and adjustment dis¬ 
order.” Manning’s supervisor removed the bolt from her 
weapon, making it unable to fire, and she was sent to work 
in the supply office, although at this point her security 
clearance remained in place. As punishment for the alter¬ 
cation with Showman, she was demoted from Specialist 
(E-4) to Private First Class (E-3) three days before her 
arrest on May 27. 1721 

Ellen Nakashima writes that, on May 9, Manning con¬ 
tacted Jonathan Odell, a gay American novelist in Min¬ 
neapolis, via Facebook, leaving a message that she wanted 
to speak to him in confidence; she said she had been in¬ 
volved in some “very high-profile events, albeit as a name¬ 
less individual thus far.” 1281 On May 19, according to 
Army investigators, she emailed Eric Schmiedl, a math¬ 
ematician she had met in Boston, and told him she had 
been the source of the Baghdad airstrike video. Two days 
later, she began the series of chats with Adrian Lamo that 
led to her arrest. 1731 


3 Publication of leaked material 

3.1 WikiLeaks 

WikiLeaks was set up in late 2006 as a disclosure por¬ 
tal, initially using the Wikipedia model, where volunteers 
would write up restricted or legally threatened material 
submitted by whistleblowers. It was Julian Assange — 
an Australian Internet activist and journalist, and the de 
facto editor-in-chief of WikiLeaks—who had the idea of 
creating what Ben Laurie called an “open-source, demo¬ 
cratic intelligence agency.” The open-editing aspect was 
soon abandoned, but the site remained open for anony¬ 
mous submissions. 1741 

According to Daniel Domscheit-Berg, a former Wik- 
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Julian Assange and Daniel Domscheit-Berg at the Chaos Com¬ 
munication Congress, Berlin, December 2009 7777 


iLeaks spokesperson, part of the WikiLeaks security con¬ 
cept was that they did not know who their sources were. 
The New York Times wrote in December 2010 that the 
U.S. government was trying to discover whether Assange 
had been a passive recipient of material from Manning, or 
had encouraged or helped her to extract the files; if the lat¬ 
ter, Assange could be charged with conspiracy. Manning 
told Lamo in May 2010 that she had developed a working 
relationship with Assange, communicating directly with 
him using an encrypted Internet conferencing service, but 
knew little about him. WikiLeaks did not identify Man¬ 
ning as their source. 1751 Army investigators found pages 
of chats on Manning’s computer between Manning and 
someone believed to be Julian Assange. 1571 Nicks writes 
that, despite this, no decisive evidence was found of As¬ 
sange offering Manning any direction. 1761 


3.2 Reykjavikl3 

Further information: Information published by Wik¬ 
iLeaks 


On February 18, 2010, WikiLeaks posted the first of 
the material from Manning, the diplomatic cable from 
the U.S. Embassy in Reykjavik, a document now known 
as Reykjavik 13. 1611 On March 15 WikiLeaks posted a 
32-page report written in 2008 by the U.S. Department 
of Defense about WikiLeaks itself, and on March 29 it 
posted U.S. State Department profiles of politicians in 
Iceland. 1771 


3.3 Baghdad airstrike 

Further information: July 12, 2007 Baghdad airstrike 
WikiLeaks named the Baghdad airstrike video “Collat¬ 
eral Murder,” and Assange released it on April 5, 2010, 
during a press conference at the National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C. 1811 The video showed two American 
helicopters firing on a group of ten men in the Amin Dis¬ 
trict of Baghdad. Two were Reuters employees there to 



Manning said she gave WikiLeaks the July 12, 2007 Baghdad 
airstrike video in early 2010J 781l791[80] 


photograph an American Humvee under attack by the 
Mahdi Army. Pilots mistook their cameras for weapons. 
The helicopters also fired on a van, targeted earlier by 
one helicopter, that had stopped to help wounded mem¬ 
bers of the first group. Two children in the van were 
wounded and their father was killed. Pilots also engaged 
a building where retreating insurgents were holed up. The 
Washington Post wrote that it was this video, viewed by 
millions, that put WikiLeaks on the map. According to 
Nicks, Manning emailed a superior officer after the video 
aired and tried to persuade her that it was the same ver¬ 
sion as the one stored on SIPRNet. Nicks writes that it 
seemed as though Manning wanted to be caught. 181 ' 


3.4 Afghan War logs, Iraq War logs 

Further information: Afghan War documents leak and 
Iraq War documents leak 


WikiLeaks and three media partners— The New York 
Times, The Guardian , and Der Spiegel — began publishing 
the 91,731 documents that became known as the Afghan 
War logs on July 25, 2010. This was followed on Octo¬ 
ber 22, 2010, by 391,832 classified military reports cov¬ 
ering the period January 2004 to December 2009; these 
became known as the Iraq War logs. Nicks writes that 
the publication of the former was a watershed moment, 
the “beginning of the information age exploding upon 
itself.” 1821 

3.5 Diplomatic cables, Guantanamo Bay 
files 

Further information: United States diplomatic cables 
leak and Guantanamo Bay files leak 


Manning was also responsible for the "Cablegate" leak of 
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251,287 State Department cables, written by 271 Ameri¬ 
can embassies and consulates in 180 countries, dated De¬ 
cember 1966 to February 2010. The cables were passed 
by Assange to his three media partners, plus El Pais and 
others, and published in stages from November 28, 2010, 
with the names of sources removed. WikiLeaks said it 
was the largest set of confidential documents ever to be re¬ 
leased into the public domain. 1911831 The rest of the cables 
were published unredacted by WikiLeaks on September 
1, 2011, after David Leigh and Luke Harding of The 
Guardian inadvertently published the passphrase for a file 
that was still online; Nicks writes that one Ethiopian jour¬ 
nalist had to leave his country and the U.S. government 
said it had to relocate several sources. 184 ' Manning was 
also the source of the Guantanamo Bay files leak, ob¬ 
tained by WikiLeaks in 2010 and published by The New 
York Times on April 24, 2011.' 85 ' 

3.6 Granai airstrike 

Further information: Granai airstrike 

Manning said she gave WikiLeaks a video, in late March 
2010, of the Granai airstrike in Afghanistan. The 
airstrike occurred on May 4, 2009, in the village of 
Granai, Afghanistan, killing 86 to 147 Afghan civilians. 
The video was never published; Julian Assange said in 
March 2013 that Daniel Domscheit-Berg had taken it 
with him when he left WikiLeaks, and had apparently de¬ 
stroyed it. [641 


4 Manning and Adrian Lamo 

4.1 First contact 



Adrian Lamo (left) and Wired's Kevin Poulsen (right) in 2001. 
The person in the middle, Kevin Mitniclc, had no involvement in 
the Manning case. 1861 

On May 20, 2010, Manning contacted Adrian Lamo, a 
former "grey hat" hacker convicted in 2004 of having ac¬ 
cessed The New York Times computer network two years 


earlier without permission. Lamo had been profiled that 
day by Kevin Poulsen in Wired magazine; the story said 
Lamo had been involuntarily hospitalized and diagnosed 
with Asperger syndrome. 1871 Poulsen, by then a reporter, 
was himself a former hacker who had used Lamo as a 
source several times since 2000. 1861 Indeed it was Poulsen 
who, in 2002, had told The New York Times that Lamo 
had gained unauthorized access to its network; Poulsen 
then wrote the story up for Security Focus. Lamo would 
hack into a system, tell the organization, then offer to fix 
their security, often using Poulsen as a go-between. 1881 

Lamo said Manning sent him several encrypted emails 
on May 20. He said he was unable to decrypt them but 
replied anyway and invited the emailer to chat on AOL 
IM. Lamo said he later turned the emails over to the FBI 
without having read them. 1891 


4.2 Chats 

In a series of chats between May 21 and 25, Manning— 
using the handle “bradass87”—told Lamo that she had 
leaked classified material. She introduced herself as an 
Army intelligence analyst, and within 17 minutes, without 
waiting for a reply, alluded to the leaks. 1701 

May 21, 2010: 

(1:41:12 PM) bradass87: hi 

(1:44:04 PM) bradass87: how are you? 

(1:47:01 PM) bradass87: im an army intelligence ana¬ 
lyst, deployed to eastern baghdad, pending discharge for 
“adjustment disorder” in lieu of “gender identity disor¬ 
der” 

(1:56:24 PM) bradass87: im sure you're pretty busy ... 

(1:58:31 PM) bradass87: if you had unprecedented ac¬ 
cess to classified networks 14 hours a day 7 days a week 
for 8+ months, what would you do?' 701 

Lamo replied several hours later. He said: “I'm a journal¬ 
ist and a minister. You can pick either, and treat this as a 
confession or an interview (never to be published) & en¬ 
joy a modicum of legal protection.” They talked about 
restricted material in general, then Manning made her 
first explicit reference to the leaks: “This is what I do 
for friends.” She linked to a section of the May 21, 2010, 
version of Wikipedia’s article on WikiLeaks, which de¬ 
scribed the WikiLeaks release in March that year of a 
Department of Defense report on WikiLeaks itself. She 
added “the one below that is mine too"; the section below 
in the same article referred to the leak of the Baghdad 
airstrike (“Collateral Murder”) video. 1901 Manning said 
she felt isolated and fragile, and was reaching out to some¬ 
one she hoped might understand. 1701 

May 22, 2010: 
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(11:49:02 AM) bradass87: im in the desert, with a 
bunch of hyper-masculine trigger happy ignorant red¬ 
necks as neighbors... and the only safe place i seem to 
have is this satellite internet connection 

(11:49:51 AM) bradass87: and i already got myself into 
minor trouble, revealing my uncertainty over my gender 
identity ... which is causing me to lose this job ... and 
putting me in an awkward limbo ... 

(11:52:23 AM) bradass87: at the very least, i managed 
to keep my security clearance [so far] ... 

(11:58:33 AM) bradass87: and little does anyone know, 
but among this “visible” mess, theres the mess i created 
that no-one knows about yet... 

(12:15:11 PM) bradass87: hypothetical question: if 
you had free reign [sic] over classified networks for long 
periods of time ... say, 8-9 months ... and you saw in¬ 
credible things, awful things ... things that belonged in the 
public domain, and not on some server stored in a dark 
room in Washington DC ... what would you do? ... 

(12:21:24 PM) bradass87: say ... a database of half a 
million events during the iraq war ... from 2004 to 2009 
... with reports, date time groups, lat-lon locations, casu¬ 
alty figures ...? or 260,000 state department cables from 
embassies and consulates all over the world, explaining 
how the first world exploits the third, in detail, from an 
internal perspective? ... 

(12:26:09 PM) bradass87: lets just say *someone* i 
know intimately well, has been penetrating US classified 
networks, mining data like the ones described ... and 
been transferring that data from the classified networks 
over the “air gap” onto a commercial network computer 
... sorting the data, compressing it, encrypting it, and up¬ 
loading it to a crazy white haired aussie who can't seem 
to stay in one country very long ... 

(12:31:43 PM) bradass87: crazy white haired dude = 
Julian Assange 

(12:33:05 PM) bradass87: in other words ... ive made 
a huge mess :’( [70] 

Manning said she had started to help WikiLeaks around 
Thanksgiving in November 2009—which fell on Novem¬ 
ber 26 that year—after WikiLeaks had released the 9/11 
pager messages; the messages were released on Novem¬ 
ber 25. She told Lamo she had recognized that the mes¬ 
sages came from an NSA database, and that seeing them 
had made her feel comfortable about stepping forward. 
Lamo asked what kind of material Manning was dealing 
with; Manning replied: “uhm ... crazy, almost criminal 
political backdealings ... the non-PR-versions of world 
events and crises ...” Although she said she dealt with As¬ 
sange directly. Manning also said Assange had adopted a 
deliberate policy of knowing very little about her, telling 
Manning: “lie to me.” 1701 

May 22, 2010: 


(1:11:54 PM) bradass87: and ... its important that it 
gets out... i feel, for some bizarre reason 

(1:12:02 PM) bradass87: it might actually change 
something 

(1:13:10 PM) bradass87: i just... dont wish to be a part 
of it... at least not now ... im not ready... i wouldn't mind 
going to prison for the rest of my life, or being executed 
so much, if it wasn't for the possibility of having pictures 
of me ... plastered all over the world press ... as [a] boy 

(1:14:11 PM) bradass87: i've totally lost my mind ... i 
make no sense ... the CPU is not made for this mother¬ 
board ... [...] 

(1:39:03 PM) bradass87: i cant believe what im con¬ 
fessing to you :’( [70] 

Lamo again assured her that she was speaking in confi¬ 
dence. Manning wrote: “but im not a source for you ... 
im talking to you as someone who needs moral and emo¬ 
tional fucking support,” and Lamo replied: “i told you, 
none of this is for print.” 1701 

Manning said the incident that had affected her the most 
was when 15 detainees had been arrested by the Iraqi 
Federal Police for printing anti-Iraqi literature. She was 
asked by the Army to find out who the “bad guys” were, 
and discovered that the detainees had followed what Man¬ 
ning said was a corruption trail within the Iraqi cabinet. 
She reported this to her commanding officer, but said “he 
didn't want to hear any of it"; she said the officer told her 
to help the Iraqi police find more detainees. Manning said 
it made her realize, “i was actively involved in something 
that i was completely against ...” |7n| 

She explained that “i cant separate myself from others ... 
i feel connected to everybody ... like they were distant 
family,” and cited Carl Sagan, Richard Feynman and Elie 
Wiesel. She said she hoped the material would lead to 
“hopefully worldwide discussion, debates, and reforms, 
if not... than [sic] we're doomed as a species.” She said 
she had downloaded the material onto music CD-RWs, 
erased the music and replaced it with a compressed split 
file. Part of the reason no one noticed, she said, was that 
staff were working 14 hours a day, seven days a week, and 
“people stopped caring after 3 weeks.” 1701 

May 25, 2010: 

(02:12:23 PM) bradass87: so ... it was a massive data 
spillage ... facilitated by numerous factors ... both physi¬ 
cally, technically, and culturally 

(02:13:02 PM) bradass87: perfect example of how not 
to do INFOSEC 

(02:14:21 PM) bradass87: listened and lip-synced to 
Lady Gaga’s Telephone while exfiltratrating possibly the 
largest data spillage in american history [...] 

(02:17:56 PM) bradass87: weak servers, weak logging. 
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weak physical security, weak counter-intelligence, inat¬ 
tentive signal analysis ... a perfect storm [...] 

(02:22:47 PM) bradass87: i mean what if i were some¬ 
one more malicious 

(02:23:25 PM) bradass87: i could've sold to russia or 
china, and made bank? 

(02:23:36 PM) info@adrianlamo.com: why didn't 
you? 

(02:23:58 PM) bradass87: because it’s public data [...] 

(02:24:46 PM) bradass87: it belongs in the public do¬ 
main 

(02:25:15 PM) bradass87: Information should be 

free 1701 


4.3 Lamo approaches authorities, chat 
logs published 

Shortly after the first chat with Manning, Lamo dis¬ 
cussed the information with Chet Uber of the volunteer 
group ProjectVIGILANT, which researches cybercrime, 
and with Timothy Webster, a friend who had worked 
in Army counterintelligence. 1911 Both advised Lamo to 
go to the authorities. His friend reported the conver¬ 
sation to United States Army Counterintelligence, and 
Lamo was contacted by counterintelligence agents shortly 
thereafter. 1921 He told them he believed Manning was 
endangering lives. 193 He was largely ostracized by the 
hacker community afterwards. Nicks argues, on the other 
hand, that it was thanks to Lamo that the government had 
months to ameliorate any harm caused by the release of 
the diplomatic cables. 1941 

Lamo met with FBI and Army investigators on May 25 in 
California, and showed them the chat logs. On or around 
that date he also passed the story to Kevin Poulsen of 
Wired, and on May 27 gave him the chat logs and Man¬ 
ning’s name under embargo. He met with the FBI again 
that day, at which point they told him Manning had been 
arrested in Iraq the day before. Poulsen and Kim Zetter 
broke the news of the arrest in Wired on June 6. 1931 Wired 
published around 25 percent of the chat logs on June 6 
and 10, and the full logs in July 2011, after the material 
about Manning’s gender identity disorder had appeared 
elsewhere. 1961 


5 Legal proceedings 

5.1 Arrest and charges 

Further information: List of charges in United States v. 
Manning 

Manning was arrested by the U.S. Army Criminal Inves¬ 


tigation Division (CID), 1971 on May 27, 2010, and trans¬ 
ferred four days later to Camp Arifjan in Kuwait. 1981 She 
was charged with several offenses in July, replaced by 
22 charges in March 2011, including violations of Ar¬ 
ticles 92 and 134 of the Uniform Code of Military Jus¬ 
tice (UCMJ), and of the Espionage Act. The most se¬ 
rious charge was “aiding the enemy,” a capital offense, 
although prosecutors said they would not seek the death 
penalty. 1991 Another charge, which Manning’s defense 
called a “made up offense” 11001 but of which she was 
found guilty, read that Manning “wantonly [caused] to 
be published on the internet intelligence belonging to the 
US government, having knowledge that intelligence pub¬ 
lished on the internet is accessible to the enemy.” 11011 

5.2 Detention 

While in Kuwait, Manning was placed on suicide watch 
after her behavior caused concern. 11021 She was moved 
from Kuwait to the Marine Corps Base Quantico, Vir¬ 
ginia, on July 29, 2010, and classified as a maximum cus¬ 
tody detainee with Prevention of Injury (POI) status. POI 
status is one stop short of suicide watch, entailing checks 
by guards every five minutes. Her lawyer, David Coombs, 
a former military attorney, said Manning was not allowed 
to sleep between 5 am (7 am on weekends) and 8 pm, 
and was made to stand or sit up if she tried to. She was 
required to remain visible at all times, including at night, 
which entailed no access to sheets, no pillow except one 
built into her mattress, and a blanket designed not to be 
shredded. 11031 Manning complained that she regarded it 
as pretrial punishment. 11041 

Her cell was 6x 12 ft (1.8x3.6 m) with no window, con¬ 
taining a bed, toilet and sink. The jail had 30 cells built 
in a U shape, and although detainees could talk to one 
another, they were unable to see each other. Her lawyer 
said the guards behaved professionally, and had not tried 
to harass or embarrass Manning. She was allowed to walk 
for up to one hour a day, meals were taken in the cell, 
and she was shackled during visits. There was access to 
television when it was placed in the corridor, and she was 
allowed to keep one magazine and one book. 11031 Because 
she was in pretrial detention, she received full pay. 11051 

On January 18, 2011, after Manning had an altercation 
with the guards, the commander of Quantico classified 
her as a suicide risk. 11061 Manning said the guards had 
begun issuing conflicting commands, such as “turn left, 
don't turn left,” and upbraiding her for responding to com¬ 
mands with “yes” instead of "aye.” Shortly afterwards, 
she was placed on suicide watch, had her clothing and 
eyeglasses removed, and was required to remain in her 
cell 24 hours a day. The suicide watch was lifted on Jan¬ 
uary 21 after a complaint from her lawyer, and the brig 
commander who ordered it was replaced. 1 1071 On March 2 
she was told that her request for removal of POI status— 
which entailed among other things sleeping wearing only 
boxer shorts—had been denied. Her lawyer said Man- 
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ning joked to the guards that, if she wanted to harm her¬ 
self, she could do so with her underwear or her flip-flops. 
The comment resulted in Manning being ordered to strip 
naked in her cell that night and sleep without clothing. On 
the following morning only. Manning stood naked for in¬ 
spection. Following her lawyer’s protest and media atten¬ 
tion, Manning was issued a sleeping garment on or before 
March ll. 11081 

The detention conditions prompted national and interna¬ 
tional concern. Juan E. Mendez, United Nations Spe¬ 
cial Rapporteur on torture, told The Guardian that the 
U.S. government’s treatment of Manning was “cruel, in¬ 
human and degrading.” 11091 In January 2011 Amnesty 
International asked the British government to intervene 
because of Manning’s status as a British citizen by de¬ 
scent, although Manning’s lawyer said Manning did not 
regard herself as a British citizen. 11101 The controversy 
claimed a casualty in March that year when State Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Philip J. Crowley criticized Manning’s 
treatment and resigned two days later. 1 1111 In early April, 
295 academics (most of them American legal scholars) 
signed a letter arguing that the treatment was a violation 
of the U.S. Constitution. 11121 On April 20 the Pentagon 
transferred Manning to the Midwest Joint Regional Cor¬ 
rectional Facility, a new medium-security facility at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, where she was placed in an 80- 
square-foot cell with a window and a normal mattress, 
able to mix with other pretrial detainees and keep per¬ 
sonal objects in her cell. 11131 


5.3 Evidence presented at Article 32 hear¬ 
ing 

In April 2011, a panel of experts, having completed a 
medical and mental evaluation of Manning, ruled that she 
was fit to stand trial. 11141 An Article 32 hearing, presided 
over by Lieutenant Colonel Paul Almanza, was convened 
on December 16, 2011, at Port Meade, Maryland; the 
hearing resulted in Almanza’s recommending that Man¬ 
ning be referred to a general court-martial. She was 
arraigned on February 23, 2012, and declined to enter 
a plea. 11151 

During the Article 32 hearing, the prosecution, led by 
Captain Ashden Fein, presented 300,000 pages of doc¬ 
uments in evidence, including chat logs and classified 
material. 11161 The court heard from two Army investi¬ 
gators, Special Agent David Shaver, head of the digital 
forensics and research branch of the Army’s Computer 
Crime Investigative Unit (CCIU); and Mark Johnson, a 
digital forensics contractor from ManTech International, 
who works for the CCIU. They testified that they had 
found 100,000 State Department cables on a workplace 
computer Manning had used between November 2009 
and May 2010; 400,000 military reports from Iraq and 
91,000 from Afghanistan on an SD card found in her 
basement room in her aunt’s home in Potomac, Mary¬ 


land; and 10,000 cables on her personal MacBook Pro 
and storage devices that they said had not been passed 
to WikiLeaks because a file was corrupted. They also re¬ 
covered 14 to 15 pages of encrypted chats, in unallocated 
space on Manning’s MacBook hard drive, between Man¬ 
ning and someone believed to be Julian Assange. Two of 
the chat handles, which used the Berlin Chaos Computer 
Club's domain (ccc.de), were associated with the names 
Julian Assange and Nathaniel Frank. 1571 

Johnson said he found SSH logs on the MacBook that 
showed an SFTP connection, from an IP address that re¬ 
solved to Manning’s aunt’s home, to a Swedish IP address 
with links to WikiLeaks. 1571 Also found was a text file 
named “Readme”, attached to the logs and apparently 
written by Manning to Assange, which called the Iraq 
and Afghan War logs “possibly one of the most signif¬ 
icant documents of our time, removing the fog of war 
and revealing the true nature of 21st century asymmetric 
warfare.” 1531 The investigators testified they had also re¬ 
covered an exchange from May 2010 between Manning 
and Eric Schmiedl, a Boston mathematician, in which 
Manning said she was the source of the Baghdad heli¬ 
copter attack (“Collateral Murder”) video. Johnson said 
there had been two attempts to delete material from the 
MacBook. The operating system had been re-installed in 
January 2010, and on or around January 31, 2010, an at¬ 
tempt had been made to erase the hard drive by doing a 
"zero-fill,” which involves overwriting material with ze¬ 
roes. The material was recovered after the overwrite at¬ 
tempts from unallocated space. 1571 

Manning’s lawyers argued that the government had over¬ 
stated the harm the release of the documents had caused, 
and had overcharged Manning to force her to give evi¬ 
dence against Assange. The defense also raised questions 
about whether Manning’s confusion over her gender iden¬ 
tity affected her behavior and decision making. 11171 


5.4 Guilty plea, trial, sentence 

Main article: United States v. Manning 

The judge. Army Colonel Denise Lind, ruled in January 
2013 that any sentence would be reduced by 112 days be¬ 
cause of the treatment Manning received at Quantico. 11 181 
On February 28, Manning pleaded guilty to 10 of the 
22 charges. 1131 Reading for over an hour from a 35-page 
statement, she said she had leaked the cables “to show the 
true cost of war.” Prosecutors pursued a court-martial on 
the remaining charges. 11191 

The trial began on June 3, 2013. Manning was con¬ 
victed on July 30, on 17 of the 22 charges in their en¬ 
tirety, including five counts of espionage and theft, and 
an amended version of four other charges; she was ac¬ 
quitted of aiding the enemy. The sentencing phase began 
the next day. 111 


5.6 United States Army Court of Criminal Appeals 
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Captain Michael Worsley, a military psychologist who 
had treated Manning before her arrest, testified that 
Manning had been left isolated in the Army, trying to 
deal with gender-identity issues in a “hyper-masculine 
environment.” 11201 Captain David Moulton, a psychiatrist 
who saw Manning after the arrest, said Manning had nar¬ 
cissistic traits, and showed signs of both fetal alcohol syn¬ 
drome and Asperger syndrome. He said that, in leaking 
the material. Manning had been “acting out [a] grandiose 
ideation.” tl21] 

A defense psychiatrist, testifying to Manning’s motives, 
suggested a different agenda: 

Well, Pfc Manning was under the impres¬ 
sion that his leaked information was going to 
really change how the world views the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, and future wars, actu¬ 
ally. This was an attempt to crowdsource an 
analysis of the war, and it was his opinion that if 
... through crowdsourcing, enough analysis was 
done on these documents, which he felt to be 
very important, that it would lead to a greater 
good ... that society as a whole would come to 
the conclusion that the war wasn't worth it ... 
that really no wars are worth it. 1122 * 

On August 14, Manning apologized to the court: “I am 
sorry that my actions hurt people. I'm sorry that they hurt 
the United States. I am sorry for the unintended conse¬ 
quences of my actions. When I made these decisions I 
believed I was going to help people, not hurt people. ... 
At the time of my decisions I was dealing with a lot of 
issues.” 11201 

Manning’s offenses carried a maximum sentence of 90 
years. 11231 The government asked for 60 years as a de¬ 
terrent to others, while Manning’s lawyer asked for no 
more than 25 years. She was sentenced on August 21 to 
35 years in prison, reduction in rank to private (private 
E-l or PVT), forfeiture of all pay and allowances, and a 
dishonorable discharge. 121 She was given credit for 1,293 
days of pretrial confinement, including 112 days for her 
treatment at Quantico, and will be eligible for parole af¬ 
ter serving one-third of the sentence. 121 There may also 
be additional credit for good behavior, which means she 
could be released after eight years. 11231 She is confined at 
the United States Disciplinary Barracks (USDB) at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. 1161 

On April 14, 2014, Manning’s request for clemency was 
denied, as a result of which the case will go to the 
United States Army Court of Criminal Appeals for fur¬ 
ther review. 11241 

5.5 Request for presidential pardon 

On September 3, 2013, Manning’s lawyer applied for a 
presidential pardon for his client. Coombs filed a Peti¬ 


tion for Pardon/Commutation of Sentence to President 
Obama through the pardon attorney at the Department of 
Justice and Secretary of the Army John M. McHugh. 11251 
In the petition, which was filed with the legal name 
“Bradley Manning” and used male-gender pronouns, 
Coombs contended that Manning’s disclosures did not 
cause any “real damage,” and that the documents in ques¬ 
tion did not merit protection as they were not sensitive. 
The request for a pardon included a supporting letter from 
Amnesty International which said that Manning’s leaks 
had exposed violations of human rights. Coombs’s letter 
touched on Manning’s role as a whistleblower, asking that 
Manning be granted a full pardon or that her sentence be 
reduced to time served. 11261 

5.6 United States Army Court of Criminal 
Appeals 

In April 2015, Amnesty International posted online a let¬ 
ter from Manning in which she wrote, “I am now prepar¬ 
ing for my court-martial appeal before the first appeals 
court. The appeal team, with my attorneys Nancy Hollan¬ 
der and Vince Ward, are hoping to file our brief before 
the court in the next six months. We have already had 
success in getting the court to respect my gender identity 
by using feminine pronouns in the court filings (she, her, 
etc.).” 11271 


6 Reaction to disclosures 

The publication of the leaked material, particularly the 
diplomatic cables, attracted in-depth coverage world¬ 
wide, with several governments blocking websites that 
contained embarrassing details. Alan Rusbridger, editor 
of The Guardian, said: “I can't think of a time when there 
was ever a story generated by a news organisation where 
the White House, the Kremlin, Chavez, India, China, ev¬ 
eryone in the world was talking about these things. ... I've 
never known a story that created such mayhem that wasn't 
an event like a war or a terrorist attack.” 11281 

United States Navy Admiral Michael Mullen, then 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the leaks had 
placed the lives of American soldiers and Afghan infor¬ 
mants in danger. 11291 Journalist Glenn Greenwald argued 
that Manning was the most important whistleblower since 
Daniel Ellsberg leaked the Pentagon Papers in 1971. 11301 
In an impromptu questioning session after a fundraiser, 
captured on a cell phone video. President Barack Obama 
said that Manning “broke the law”, which was later criti¬ 
cized as "unlawful command influence" on Manning’s up¬ 
coming trial. 11311 

Manning and WikiLeaks were credited as catalysts for the 
Arab Spring that began in December 2010, when waves 
of protesters rose up against rulers across the Middle East 
and North Africa, after the leaked cables exposed gov- 
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Billboard erected in Washington, D.C., by the Private Manning 
Support Network 

eminent corruption. 11321 In Tunisia, where the uprisings 
began on December 17, 2010, one of the leaked cables— 
published around 10 days earlier—showed that the Presi¬ 
dent’s daughter and her husband had their ice cream flown 
in from Saint-Tropez. 11331 

A Washington Post editorial asked why an apparently un¬ 
stable Army private had been able to access and trans¬ 
fer sensitive material in the first place. 11341 According to 
a biographer. Manning’s sexuality came into play by il¬ 
lustrating for the far right that gay people were unfit for 
military service, while the American mainstream thought 
of Manning as a gay soldier driven mad by bullying. 11351 


7 Non-military tributes 

In 2011, Manning was awarded a “Whistleblowerpreis” 
by the German Section of the International Association 
of Lawyers against Nuclear Arms and the Federation of 
German Scientists. 11361 In 2012, she was awarded “Peo¬ 
ple’s Choice Award” awarded by Global Exchange. 11371 In 
2013, she was awarded the Sean MacBride Peace Prize 
by the International Peace Bureau. 11381 In 2014, she was 
awarded the Sam Adams Award by Sam Adams Asso¬ 
ciates for Integrity in Intelligence. 11391 

Icelandic and Swedish Pirate Party MPs nominated Man¬ 
ning and fellow whistleblower Edward Snowden for the 
2014 Nobel Peace Prize. In a statement to the Nomina¬ 
tion Committee, the Pirate Party members said Manning 
and Snowden “have inspired change and encouraged pub¬ 
lic debate and policy changes that contributed to a more 
stable and peaceful world”. 11401 In 2013, Roots Action 
launched a petition nominating Manning for the prize that 
received more than 100,000 supporting signatures. 11411 

In April 2015 a bronze statute of Manning, Edward 
Snowden, and Julian Assange was erected in Berlin’s 
Alexanderplatz. Germany’s Green Party sponsored the 
statue created by Italian sculptor David Dormino. 11421 


8 Gender transition 



How Chelsea Manning sees herself. By Alicia Neal, in coopera¬ 
tion with Chelsea herself, commissioned by the Chelsea Manning 
Support Network, 23 April 2014J 14 31 


8.1 2013 

On August 22, 2013, the day after sentencing. Manning’s 
attorney issued a press release to the Today show an¬ 
nouncing that his client was a female, and asked that she 
be referred to by her new name of Chelsea and feminine 
pronouns. Manning’s statement included the following: 

As I transition into this next phase of my 
life, I want everyone to know the real me. I 
am Chelsea Manning. I am a female. Given 
the way that I feel, and have felt since child¬ 
hood, I want to begin hormone therapy as soon 
as possible. I hope that you will support me in 
this transition. I also request that, starting to¬ 
day, you refer to me by my new name and use 
the feminine pronoun (except in official mail to 
the confinement facility). I look forward to re¬ 
ceiving letters from supporters and having the 
opportunity to write back. 11441 

The news media split in its reaction to Manning’s request; 
some organizations used the new name and pronouns, and 
others continued to use the former ones. 1145111461 Advo¬ 
cacy groups such as GLAAD, the National Lesbian and 
Gay Journalists Association, and the Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign (HRC) encouraged media outlets to refer to Man¬ 
ning by her self-identified name and pronoun. 114711148111491 
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8.2 2014 

In April 2014, the Kansas District Court considered a pe¬ 
tition from Manning for a legal name change. The peti¬ 
tion was quickly granted. An Army spokesman stated that 
while the Army will update personnel records to acknowl¬ 
edge the name change, the military will continue to regard 
Manning as a male. 141 Manning is seeking hormone ther¬ 
apy and the right to live as a woman while confined, con¬ 
sistent with her gender dysphoria, which has been con¬ 
firmed by two Army medical specialists. Such treatment 
is provided in civilian federal prisons when it is found to 
be medically necessary, but it is not available in military 
prisons. The Pentagon policy considers transgender indi¬ 
viduals ineligible to serve. 1150111511 

In July, the Federal Bureau of Prisons rejected a re¬ 
quest by the Army to transfer Manning from the USDB 
to a civilian facility for treatment of her gender dys¬ 
phoria. Instead, the Army will keep Manning in mil¬ 
itary custody and begin rudimentary gender treatment, 
which could include allowing her to wear female under¬ 
garments and possibly receive hormone treatments. No 
decision was announced regarding whether or not Man¬ 
ning will be transferred from the all-male USDB to a fe¬ 
male facility. 11521 

On August 12, 2014, the ACLU and Manning’s civilian 
attorney David Coombs said Manning was not receiving 
treatment for her gender identity condition as previously 
approved by Secretary of Defense Hagel. They notified 
the USDB, Hagel and other Defense Department officials 
that a lawsuit would be filed if they did not confirm by 
September 4 that treatment would be provided. 11531 On 
August 22, Army spokeswoman Lt. Col. Alayne Con¬ 
way told NBC News, “The Department of Defense has 
approved a request by Army leadership to provide re¬ 
quired medical treatment for an inmate diagnosed with 
gender dysphoria.” Although Conway would not discuss 
“the medical needs of an individual,” she did say, “In 
general terms, the initial stages of treatment for individu¬ 
als with gender dysphoria include psychotherapy and ele¬ 
ments of the 'real life experience' therapy. Treatment for 
the condition is highly individualized and generally is se¬ 
quential and graduated.” The Army declined to say when 
treatment might begin. 11541 

In September, Manning filed a lawsuit in federal district 
court in Washington, D.C., against Secretary of Defense 
Hagel, claiming she'd “been denied access to medically 
necessary treatment” for gender disorder. She sued to 
be allowed to grow her hair longer and use cosmetics, 
and to receive hormone treatments “to express her female 
gender.” 11551 

8.3 2015 

On February 12,2015, USA Today reported that the com¬ 
mandant of the USDB wrote in a February 5 memo, “Af¬ 


ter carefully considering the recommendation that (hor¬ 
mone treatment) is medically appropriate and necessary, 
and weighing all associated safety and security risks pre¬ 
sented, I approve adding (hormone treatment) to Inmate 
Manning’s treatment plan.” According to USA Today, 
Manning remained a soldier, and the decision to admin¬ 
ister hormone therapy was a first for the Army. 11561 Man¬ 
ning was not allowed to grow her hair longer. Her ACLU 
attorney said that the delay in approving her hormone 
treatment “came with a significant cost to Chelsea and 
her mental health.” 11571 

On March 5, in response to Manning’s request for an or¬ 
der compelling the military to use pronouns that conform 
to her chosen gender identity, the U.S. Army Court of 
Criminal Appeals ruled, “Reference to appellant in all 
future formal papers filed before this court and all future 
orders and decisions issued by this court shall either be 
neutral, e.g.. Private First Class Manning or appellant, or 
employ a feminine pronoun.” 11581 

On March 14, the digital library host Cryptome posted an 
unsigned public copy of a court document, filed March 
10, wherein the parties to Manning’s September 2014 
lawsuit against Secretary of Defense Hagel agreed to 
stay proceedings for seven months, after which time they 
would address how the litigation should proceed in light 
of Manning’s status at that time. The document revealed 
that the Army was then providing Manning with weekly 
psychotherapy, including psychotherapy specific to gen¬ 
der dysphoria; cross-sex hormone therapy; female under¬ 
garments; the ability to wear prescribed cosmetics in her 
daily life at the USDB; and speech therapy. 1 1591 

In April 2015, Amnesty International posted online a let¬ 
ter from Manning in which she disclosed, 

I finally began my prescribed regime of 
hormones to continue my overdue gender tran¬ 
sition in February. It’s been such an amazing 
relief for my body and brain to finally come 
into alignment with each other. My stress and 
anxiety levels have tapered off quite consider¬ 
ably. Overall, things are beginning to move 
along nicely. 11271 

9 Prison life 

In March 2015, Bloomberg News reported that Manning 
can be visited only by those she had named before her 
imprisonment, and not by journalists. She cannot be pho¬ 
tographed or give interviews on camera. Manning is not 
allowed to browse the web, but consults print news and 
has access to new gender theory texts. 11601 

In April 2015, Amnesty International posted online a 
letter from Manning in which she described her daily 
life. “My days here are busy and very routine,” Man¬ 
ning wrote. “1 am taking college correspondence courses 
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for a bachelor’s degree. I also work out a lot to stay fit, 
and read newspapers, magazines and books to keep up- 
to-date on current events around the world and learn new 
things.” 11271 

Also that month. Cosmopolitan published the first inter¬ 
view with Manning in prison, conducted by mail. Cosmo 
reported that Manning is optimistic about recent progress 
but says not being allowed to grow her hair long is “painful 
and awkward ... I am torn up. I get through each day 
okay, but at night, when I'm alone in my room, I finally 
burn out and crash.” Manning said it was “very much a 
relief” to announce that she is a woman, and did not fear 
the public response. “Honestly, I'm not terribly worried 
about what people out there might think of me. I just try 
to be myself.” According to Cosmo , Manning has her own 
cell with “two tall vertical windows that face the sun,” and 
can see “trees and hills and blue sky and all the things be¬ 
yond the buildings and razor wire.” Manning denies being 
harassed by other inmates, and claims some have become 
confidantes. 11611 

9.1 Writing 

In February 2015, Katharine Viner, editor-in-chief of 
Guardian US, announced that Manning had joined The 
Guardian as a contributing opinion writer on war, gender, 
and freedom of information. 11621 Viner added that Man¬ 
ning would not be paid in this capacity. 11631 In 2014, The 
Guardian had published two op-eds by Manning: “How 
to make Isis fall on its own sword” (September 16) [ 1641 
and “I am a transgender woman and the government is 
denying my civil rights” (December 8). 11651 Manning’s 
debut under the new arrangement, “The CIA’s torturers 
and the leaders who approved their actions must face the 
law,” appeared on March 9, 2015. 11661 

In April 2015, Manning began communicating via 
Twitter, under the handle @xychelsea, by using a voice 
phone to dictate to intermediaries, who then tweet on her 
behalf. 11671 


10 See also 

• Classified information in the United States 

• Information security 
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• McCarran Internal Security Act of 1950 
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• Source (journalism) 

Material associated with Manning 

• 12 July 2007 Baghdad airstrike leaked video footage 


• Afghan War documents leak 

• Granai airstrike#Video of the airstrike 

• Guantanamo Bay files leak 

• Iraq War documents leak 

• United States diplomatic cables leak 
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